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	PRESS RELEASE


Last year, the CTIA took 18,508 items of counterfeit goods for more than 36 million crowns 

(Final report for 2023)

(Prague, 9 May 2024) Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on inspections of compliance with the ban on the offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights. It carried out 803 inspections and found breaches of the ban on offering, selling and storing products infringing certain intellectual property rights in 360 inspections (44.8%).

All regional inspectorates of the CTIA were involved in the year-long inspection action aimed at inspecting the compliance with the obligations arising from the provisions of Section 8 of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection. According to this provision, it is prohibited to offer for sale, sell and store products infringing certain intellectual property rights or the illegal use of a trademark protected under a special legal regulation. A total of 803 inspections were carried out between 2 January and 29 December 2023. Infringements of the legislation were detected in 645 inspections (80.32%), of which 360 inspections recorded infringements of the prohibition on the offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights, representing 44.83% in percentage terms. 

Based on the breaches of legal regulations detected in the framework of the inspection action, a total of 602 fines worth CZK 10,123,000 were finally imposed in 2023. 

In addition to sanction measures, a total of 18,508 items of counterfeit goods with a value of CZK 36,389,165 in original prices. In accordance with the provisions of Section 7b of Act No 64/1986 Coll., on the Czech Trade Inspection Authority, the secured products were stored out of the reach of the persons inspected. Products which do not comply with special legal provisions and which are subject to a final decision on their forfeiture or seizure are subsequently destroyed or used for humanitarian purposes.

In 45 cases, cooperation with other state administration bodies was used to carry out inspections of the compliance with the prohibition on offering, selling and storing products infringing certain intellectual property rights, during which the products were seized. The CTIA cooperated with the Police of the Czech Republic (31 cases), trade licensing offices (12 cases) and the Customs Administration (2 cases). During the joint inspections, 3,333 items of counterfeit products were seized, with a value of CZK 10,724,256, calculated in the prices of the originals.

Although the CTIA carries out an annual control action aimed at compliance with the prohibition of the offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights or the unauthorised use of a sign protected under a special legal regulation, there is still a significant violation of legislation in this area, as evidenced by the high percentage of findings. During their inspections, inspectors focused on border areas, where sales in kiosks predominate, as well as on bricks-and-mortar shops within the region and, last but not least, on internet shops. Internet sales of counterfeit products imitating products of reputable brands appear to be on the rise, to which the CTIA will pay due attention in the coming period. In the past period, the legal power to arrange access to enclosed premises where there is a reasonable suspicion of the storage of counterfeits has again proved its worth.

In terms of product range, the most frequent infringements of intellectual property rights were in textiles 

and products primarily intended for children (toys). Of the total number of products found, PokémonWizards, Nike, Versace, Tommy Hilfiger, Apple, Guess, or Louis Vuitton were the predominant trademarks.

The share of each product group in the total volume of seized counterfeits is demonstrated in the following chart:

Chart 1: Share of product groups in the total volume of seized counterfeits
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The following graph shows the share of the selected trademarks in the total quantity of products collected. Trademarks not listed were present in fewer than 300 seized products.

Chart 2: Seized products of brands over 300 units
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