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	PRESS RELEASE


Three fuel samples tested in January failed

(Prague, 28 March 2024) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority monitored the fuel quality in the month of January 2024. 269 samples were taken, three samples failed the quality requirements, representing 1.1% of the total number of failed samples.

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority continued its regular inspections of the fuel quality. It took a total of 269 fuel samples at filling stations in the Czech Republic in January 2024. Of these, three samples taken and inspected failed the quality requirements, representing 1.1% of non-compliant samples in the overall assessment. These were two samples of automotive petrol, one failing the 'ethanol' parameter and the other failing the 'ethanol' and 'total oxygen content' parameters, and one sample of diesel fuel failing the 'flash point' parameter.
	Collected fuel samples by types - January 2024

	Fuel type
	Fuel type
	Fuel type
	nevyhovující vzorky
	% z druhu paliva

	automotive petrol
	108
	40,15
	2
	1,9 

	diesel fuel
	128
	47,58
	1
	0,8 

	FAME
	0
	0,00
	0
	0,0 

	diesel fuel blebd
	0
	0,00
	0
	0,0 

	diesel fuel B10
	0
	0,00
	0
	0,0 

	high FAME diesel fuel
	0
	0,00
	0
	0,0 

	paraffinic diesel fuel
	0
	0,00
	0
	0,0 

	LPG
	30
	11,15
	0
	0,0 

	CNG, bio-CNG
	3
	1,12
	0
	0,0 

	LNG, bio-LNG
	0
	0,00
	0
	0,0 

	Ethanol E85
	0
	0,00
	0
	0,0 

	Total
	269
	100,00
	3
	1,1 


Automotive petrol
In January 2024, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority took and inspected a total of 108 samples of automotive petrol, including 2 samples that failed the quality requirements of the relevant technical standard. The samples tested failed, in one case, the quality parameter 'ethanol', where the measured value was 6.7% v/v (maximum value including measurement uncertainty is 5.21% v/v), and in the quality parameter 'total oxygen content', where the measured value of this quality parameter was 2.92% m/m (maximum value including measurement uncertainty is 2,81 % m/m). In the second case, in the quality parameter 'ethanol', the measured value was 5.63 % v/v (maximum value including measurement uncertainty is 5.21% v/v). 

The other samples of automotive petrol inspected and analysed met the quality parameters requirements set out in the technical standard ČSN EN 228+A1/Z1/O2:2020 - Motor fuels - Unleaded automotive petrol - Technical requirements and test methods in relation to the requirements of Decree No 516/2020 Coll., on fuel requirements and the implementation of certain other provisions of the Fuel Act.
Diesel fuels

In January 2024, the CTIA collected and inspected a total of 128 diesel fuel samples, including 1 sample that did not meet the quality requirements of the applicable technical standard. The sample of diesel fuel inspected failed the quality parameter 'flash point', where the measured value of this quality parameter was 48.5°C (the minimum value when including measurement uncertainty is 53.0°C). The other samples of diesel fuel tested and analysed met the quality parameters set out in the technical standard ČSN EN 590/O1:2023 - Motor fuels - Diesel fuels - Technical requirements and test methods in relation to the requirements of Decree No 516/2020 Coll., on fuel requirements and the implementation of certain other provisions of the Fuel Act.

Biofuels in fuels 

During the monitored period, the fatty acid methyl ester content was inspected in 128 diesel fuel samples. The ethanol content of automotive petrol was inspected in 108 samples. Laboratory analyses indicated that the permissible upper limit for ethanol content was exceeded in 2 samples of automotive petrol. 

Conclusion

Compared to December 2023, in January 2024 a deterioration in the samples of automotive petrol collected and tested from 0.0% to 1.9% and in diesel fuel from 0,0 % to 0,8 % was observed. Samples of FAME, diesel fuel blend, diesel fuel B10, diesel fuel high in FAME, paraffinic diesel fuel, bio-CNG, LNG, bio-LNG and ethanol E85 were not sampled in January due to fuel market developments. In the overall assessment and comparison of the quality of fuel samples taken in January 2024 compared to December 2023, CTIA detected a quality decrease from 0.0% to 1.1% in terms of the number of non-compliant samples.

Fuel quality inspection results by inspectorate:
	Inspectorate
	Petrol
	Diesel
	LPG
	CNG
	Total
	Inspectorate

	
	OD
	N
	OD
	N
	OD
	
	OD
	N
	OD
	N
	OD
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	16
	1
	16
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	32
	2

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	15
	1
	20
	0
	6
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	42
	1

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	15
	0
	20
	0
	6
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	42
	0

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	15
	0
	20
	0
	6
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	42
	0


	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	15
	0
	20
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	35
	0

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	16
	0
	16
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	38
	0

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	16
	0
	16
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	38
	0

	Total
	108
	2
	128
	1
	30
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	269
	3


Legend: COLL = collected, N = noncompliance
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