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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA inspected the ban on the sale of alcohol and tobacco 

(Report for Q1 2023)

(Prague, 12 July 2023) In the first quarter of this year, an inspection action was carried out to ensure compliance with legal regulations governing the offer, sale and storage of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal smoking products and electronic cigarettes. In particular, this included the inspection of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on Mandatory Labelling of Alcohol, Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties and Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection. 

In the period from 2 January to 31 March 2023, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out an inspection action focused on the offer, sale and storage of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products. In total, it carried out 1,956 inspections. Infringements of any of the provisions of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, were detected in 72 cases, and infringements of any of the provisions of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, were detected in 4 cases. No breaches of Act No 307/2013 Coll. on compulsory labelling of alcohol were detected in the period under review.

A total of 1,045 inspections detected violations of legal provisions, which represents 53.4% of the 1,956 inspections carried out.
Within the inspection action, persons under the age of 18 were invited to 21 investigations. Furthermore, the CTIA cooperated with the staff of trade licensing offices (in 42 inspections), 17 inspections were carried out in cooperation with inspectors of the State Agricultural and Food Inspection Authority, and 2 inspections were carried out with the participation of the Police of the Czech Republic and 3 inspections with other surveillance authorities. Some inspections were attended by several state administration bodies at the same time.

Due to the high ratio of findings and also due to the high level of health risk, especially for persons under 18 years of age, where in 13 cases the sale of alcoholic beverages to minors was detected, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue these inspections in the following quarter of 2023.
	Inspections of alcohol and tobacco sales in Q1 2023

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Findings in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	307
	212
	69.1%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	308
	158
	51.3%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	178
	112
	62.9%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	231
	125
	54.1%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	308
	128
	41.6%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	263
	102
	38.8%

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	361
	208
	57.6%

	Total
	1,956
	1,045
	53.4%


Detected flaws
A breach of one of the provisions of Act No.65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, was found in 72 cases, including:

· in 29 cases, at the point of sale of alcoholic beverages to consumers, the sellers did not display an obviously visible text concerning the prohibition of the sale of these beverages to persons under 18 years of age, or the text was not in the required statutory format, i.e. in the Czech language, in black printed letters on a white background with a letter size of at least 2 cm (Article 13(1));

· in 13 cases, inspectors found infringements of the provision prohibiting the sale or serving of an alcoholic beverage to a person under 18 years of age (Article 11(5)); 

· in 11 cases, the seller did not display at the point of sale of tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal smoking products and electronic cigarettes a text clearly visible to the consumer prohibiting the sale of these goods to persons under 18 years of age, or the text was not in the statutory form, i.e. in Czech language, in black printed letters on a white background with a letter size of at least 2 cm (§ 5(2));

· in 5 cases the sellers violated the prohibition on selling or serving tobacco products, herbal products intended for smoking and electronic cigarettes to a person under 18 years of age (Article 3(4)); 

· in 5 cases, it was found that the seller was not equipped with a computer system that electronically verifies the age of the consumer unambiguously and did not unambiguously verify the age of the consumer at the time of sale, i.e. did not verify that the purchasing consumer was not under 18 years of age, as tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal smoking products and electronic cigarettes can only be sold by means of distance communication if their sale to persons under 18 years of age is excluded; to this end, the seller of these products by means of distance communication must be equipped with a relevant computer system;
· v 9 případech se jednalo o méně častá porušení zákona č. 65/2017 Sb., o ochraně zdraví před škodlivými účinky návykových látek 

Violation of any of the provisions of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on excise duties, was detected in 4 cases.

Of this number:

· in 2 cases, sellers violated the obligation to sell tobacco products in closed unit packs (Article 107(6))

· in 2 cases, cigarettes were found to be sold to the final consumer at a price lower than the price indicated on the tobacco label (Article 110(1)).
No violation of Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on compulsory labelling of spirits, was detected in the monitored period.

Violations of any of the provisions of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were proven in a total of 1,149 cases. The most frequent infringements, 436 cases, included failure to inform the consumer of the price of the products and services offered (§ 12 and § 12a), breach of the principles of fairness of sale, 398 cases (§ 3), consisted of the failure to issue a receipt of product purchase although the consumer had requested it, or issuing a receipt without the necessary particulars - 162 cases (§ 16). A smaller number of breaches of other provisions of the Consumer Protection Act were found.

In addition, traders infringed other provisions of Czech and EU legislation. 

In some inspection cases, violations of several laws, or breaches of individual provisions, were found simultaneously.
Imposed measures 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed a total of 910 fines worth CZK 6,229,500 in the first quarter of this year.

For violation of the obligations set out in specific regulations, the inspection action resulted in a ban on the sale of 1,987 units of products with a total value of CZK 84,816 and a ban on the use of 234 units of untested measuring instruments that did not comply with generally binding legal regulations, technical standards, other technical regulations or the approved type.
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