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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of extension cords show shortcomings in half of products

(Prague, 31 March 2023) Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out a technical inspection focused on extension cables.  The CTIA inspected 46 products at 45 operators and found breaches of legal regulations at 26 operators, where it found 25 products with deficiencies. It imposed 19 fines amounting to CZK 159,000 for non-compliance with the applicable legislation. "The results of the inspection action confirm that more than a half of the products inspected have both technical and administrative deficiencies. In view of this situation, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue its inspections of extension cables and will regularly inform consumers about dangerous and non-compliant products," said Jan Štěpánek, Director of the CTIA, commenting on the inspections.   

Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out an inspection action focused on the safety of extension cables (extension leads). The aim of the inspections was to determine whether economic operators comply with the applicable legislation. CTIA inspectors carried out 45 inspections (38 distributors, 5 manufacturers, 2 importers), monitoring 46 products. 

The CTIA detected infringements in case of 26 operators, who failed to comply with legislation in 25 products (22 products were found to have deficiencies in accompanying documentation or product labelling, 8 products were not provided with safety information in the Czech language and 14 products were not labelled with identification and contact details of the manufacturer or importer).

The CTIA also sampled 7 types of products which were subject to expert technical testing. After an overall assessment of all samples, including marking and accompanying documentation, 4 samples were assessed as non-compliant:

· ZENITECH extension lead Ref. 189562

· extension lead MUNOS BASIC PUK4

· SOLIGHT PP10 extension lead

· extension lead BEMKO NA3GU1M

A risk analysis was carried out on all non-compliant extension leads and a low safety risk was determined in all cases. 

So far, the CTIA has imposed 19 fines for the identified deficiencies, with a total value of CZK 159,000; other ongoing administrative proceedings have not been finalised yet.
Applicable legal regulations
· Act No. 90/2016 Coll., on conformity assessment of selected products when made available in the market;
· Government Order No. 118/2016 Coll., on the assessment of conformity of electrical equipment designed for use within certain voltage limits when delivered to the market;
· Government Order No. 481/2012 Coll., on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment;
· Regulation (EC) No. 765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 setting out the requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products, and repealing Regulation No. 339/93 (EEA).
· Conditions for the manufacture of extension leads are set by the following harmonised standards:
· ČSN IEC 60884-1:2003+A1:2014+A2:2014+O1:2004+O2:2015 Plugs and socket-outlets for household and similar purposes - Part 1: General requirements;
· ČSN IEC 60884-2-7+A1:2015 Plugs and socket-outlets for household and similar purposes – Part 2-7: Particular requirements for cord extension sets;
· ČSN 340350 ed.2:2009 Safety requirements for flexibile cords and cables;
· ČSN EN 50525-1:2011 Electric cables – Low voltage energy cables of rated voltages up to and including 450/750 V (U0/U) – Part 1: General requirements;
· Electric cables – Low voltage energy cables of rated voltages up to and including 450/750 V (U0/U) – Part 2-11: Cables for general applications – Flexible cables with thermoplastic PVC insulation.
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